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5 8 at ſauſpicio&-of \re&miſlneſs-for not havi NB 
8 e a, of their patron, it is but candid to impute this facility x 
ity of hs ſtation i in which they are obli- =? Ry ; 2 
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liberate a, piece of t tr qc + And, vg they,now. lal la 


8 ſufficiently v 


of temper to ſome peculi: 


2a to act, and not to any i fe& in the characters of e 


men. How . is the caſe, Tele proceed to conſider. 


cies of the towngeouncil a 
matiner:; - The merchant coun- 
the aide of the council, are veſted With 


. . vvho co 
the excluſive Gor of electing their own faccefſors in office. New ; 15 5 
ther the Merchant Company, nor 'the great body of the. citizens, 
are permitted to give a ſingle vote in the choice- of their magiſtrates, 


Thus the town-co uncil is choſen, n ot on 
their fellow c 349; but often in direct oppOſi 


0 


viour, however much they may have reaſon be. « 


-after the legal time of their ſervice 


18 elapſed. „„ 


tious diſcharge of their truſt: For many a man acts with vigilance 


and induſtry when he has the proſpect of no review before his ſu- 


 periors, who would n leſs e eee were thc reſtraint 
befides this kamen Goon retrolpeaion, the :abfurd conſt 


| tution of the town-council-is attended with numberleſs other diſad- 


vantages. To mention a few of thoſe : It is well known that eve- 


ry man looks with 'pattiality on thoſe. from whom he has received 
favours. The former eounſellors were the patrons of the preſent 


ſet. To their patronage they owe their promotion. And will not 
i gratitude naturally pr. 5 to reward their benefactors? 


But, independent of ſuch diſintereſted principles, other motives 
concur which have commonly more influence in moving the gene- 


_zality ef mankind. A merchant counſellor is a man of go ſmall im- 
N in his own conceit. It is in his PORE: to do good offices 
to 


— -_ 
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eunnot even prevent their future rock | 


not only. without the. conſent, of 1 
tion of the majority. After their election, the , e are pla- . 
dend in a firuation in which they are freed from the controul of thoſe 
people with the mutagenic. whoſe affairs they are -entruſted,. 
No retroſpective view into their adminiſtration can ever afterwards _ 
tale a l The inhabitants Bare no title: to diſplace them for their 


the eadful une which n virtuous fene „ 
8 I do not ſuppoſe one of them capable of ſo baſe and fo 
„r 2M zour. under 
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"IF confeſs it does not appear to me-that this exemption Fs he: 
cenſure of their fellow-eitizens promiſes to enfure a more conſcien- 


In hat Kg Radon i hich ide 8 1. 5 . Le hp 
- without regret. Will it then econ Fraps, if he ſhould Wa 
fire to continue in poſſeſſion of his new dignity ? This is the cem 


mon frailty of all men; Wt unfortunately £ for us, the preſent, ſet * 5 


e town. affords: him but too certain means of accompli 

For, ſo long a8 he; mode of electing merchant coun = 
ontiaues cireumſcribed- -within its preſent narrow. boundaries, he 
has only to enter into a. combination with the reſt of his: „ 
to admit friends, exclude enemies, and lay down a ſet. train - 
ſures to be invariably. purſued by all of bw. Thus is a con 


| 25 for med, which may govern the town with uncontroulable fray, i ; hes 


continue their power ſo long as they remain united. 


ayes} is there that it ſhall be ſpeedily diſſolved ? Conſider but the 5 
13 of the admiſhon of 2 counſellor into, office, 3 
Ar 


it ig N to make him an independent and a patriotic: 


. The firſt & Rep of his advancement necellarily. is to n - 5 


ciliate the good graces, of his predeceflors. | And how 1s Ahh, þ in ge- 
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OT de bound ing analy to 1 8 125 ed 5 * rt 
though it ſhould even go againſt the dictates of his own conſcience. 


Such declarations, I am told, have been made by ſome among the 
preſent counſellors, who expreſſed. both: their. firong diſapprobation: 


of the meaſures carrying on, and their own regret at finding them- 


ſelves entangled with engagements which 90 could not violate 


without expoſing themſelves to the rept th: of having, romilec 
what they Sala: not perform. 185 1 
is appears to me to be . and Simple: detail of. 1 


veniencies which flaw from the inſtitution of a magiſtracy ſo totally 
unconneQed with the great body. of the citizens whom they goyern.. _ 
From this ſource we ars to derive all the; evils. which. harraſs. us. 5 | 


Diſcontents would never N were the 


for their places upon the favour of their. fellow Nia | But, as. 8 
matters 1 now Rand, we a be — under the government of men: 


- | whom: 
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loſt our confidence for their imptudences. They may be may here for 
their imbecillity. They may even be at variance with us for having 

paid no regard to the voice of the majority. Let, once they get into 

"wu we cannot diſlodge them, becauſe they elect themſelves. 
It is not eafy to conceive a more iniquitous excluſion of free ci- 


tizens from their right of yoting at the election of their magiſt 


N 1 
SA ; 
. 


rates, 


nor a diſcretionary power veſted in a ſet of men ch 3 is more un- 


favourable to the virtue of thoſe'who' exerciſe it. 


There cannot be a more firiking inftance of the Hat; of | this 
WAxine than what we may gather from the late tranſaQtions'in 
- town. "The contraft between 715 behaviour of the deacons and that 
of the merehant counſellors, is ſingularly remarkable. The deacons 
Have all along acted a moſt popular part. "To ſay no worſe of it, 
he conduct of the merchant counſellors has been juſt the reverſe. 


How then did it happen that the probity of a ſet © 


men ftrugg 


ling 


for independence, and ſome among them not diſtinguiſhed for their 


_conftituents choſe them for 


Sp ould have been applauded by all people | The applauſe 
=. pwed upon 1 becauſe it was thought that they de 
| 1. . the reaſon of their = ight conduct is moſt obvious. 

eir good opinion of their principles. 


elerved 
Their 


They did not, like the. merchant counſellörs, elect themſelves, It 
8 pot, therefore, in their power to enter into a confedericy to 


8 the intereſt of each other, at th 


expence of the public wel- : 


Fare. Had it been in their option to . their own reign, 
they "might have, like other men, fallen a facrifice to the irreſiſtible 
N of ſelf intereſt. ' But they are preſerved from it by the re- 


 verence they entertained for the honour. of their ſociety. 


What 2 a 


_ glorious triumph to independence was it to behold thoſe worthy in- 


duſtrious men walking in the public ſtreet, and looking 


in the face 


of their fellow citizens, whoſe rights they had defended! What 

heart- felt ſatisfaction would they not experience from this conſciouſ- 

neſs of their own fidelity? In every countenance they met — 
might read a tacit a . of the ſteadineſs of their conduct, a 


teſtimony of merit 


T ſuperior to the noiſy compliments of Aatterers. 


When they appeared before the boards of their reſpective corporations 
to give an account of their conduct, the joy there was reciprocal. 
thankstotheir dea- 
te the deacon had, 


members were employed in voting their moft hearty 
con for the admirable ſteadineſs of his conduct, wh 
in if his kurn © to e my br ethre 
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55 Hin common 
or depoſed at the dikeeetion of their conſtituents. - 
It is true that every upright man acts honourably. from trinciple; 
<3 an that even knaves. do ſo,” when it goes along with their own in- 
tereſt, But many men there are in the world of that dubious cha- 
racter, who, though not downrightly abandoned, can yet accommo- 
date their behaviour to their intereſt, and fil find a falvo for their 


1 conſcience. Men of this ſtamp often go aſtray more from want of 
ſufficient reſolution to perſevere in virtue, than from any real depra- 


vity of heart. They can fully diſcern the propriety df a virtuous 
conduct, once it is pointed out to them, and they will act according- 
I when they are overawed by a ſenſe of ſhame or the fear of pu- 
niſhment. For i ignorance a deacon can pretend no excuſe. The 
voice of the corporation always is his monitor. By adhering to it, 
he is certain of acting properly. Nor can he in council contradict 
what the corporation have reſolved in private, and entirely avoid the 
imputation of treachery, He is the repreſentative of the corporation, 


. appointed on purpoſe to watch over their intereſt, to deliver their opi- 


nion in council, he is ſuppoſed to ſpeak their voice, and not his own. 
Thus is both his duty, and the conduct which he ought ih propriety 


3 follow, manifeſtly pointed out to every deacon, | 


But, ſhould the ſenſe of duty alone not prove a Meilen motive 15 
reſtrain the irregularity of his paſſion, he ftill farther foreſees the dif- 
pleaſure of his brethren awaiting his imprudenice, That man muſt, in- 
deed, poſſeſs more than common effrontery, who can calmly meet the 
eyes of friends, whoſe indignation he has ſo juſtly provoked, by abuſing 
their confidence. And what neither the ſenſe of duty nor the feel- 
ings of ſhame will produce, the fear and certainty of puniſhment will 
moſt effectually accompliſh. In the midſt of his carreer, however 


much he may glory in the exerciſe of his delegated authority, he 5 
muſt often recollect, that the hour of reckoning will one day arrive, 


on which every wilful deviation. from the true intereſt - of his. fociety 
will be ſtigmatized with contempt; cenſure, degradation, and with 
every other mark of diſgrace which it is. in the power of an incenſed 
majority to inflit upon a diſobedient deacon, in order to mortify his 


pride. Seaſonable correction makes every man virtuous. What a 
pity it is, that magiſtrates and the merchant counſellors don't, in the 


ſame manner, owe their elevation to the ſuffrages of their fellow ci⸗- 


Arens l. Were the great body of the people armed with a power 


of chaſtifing their ma tes for any malverſation in office, we 
Would not ns hear of impopular magi 


| would | 
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„ 1 in 8 "Oh, * NOR ho 5 would ever 
flubſiſt between them and their electors, whoſe. farour it 3 
de ſa much their intereſt to retain. The deciſions of the Town | 
Council would always be directed by the voice of a majority 
which they reverenced. Or, ſhould it ever happen that the Pro- 
voſt and his. counſellors. thought it their duty to oppoſe the pre- 
judices of a miſguided populace, who were either deceived by ap- 
peatances, or miſled by impoſtures, they would then ſtand nn, 
with the firmneſs of men, in defence of the eonſtitution of their 
country, and deliver their ſentiments in the language of truth. In 
- ſuch a caſe, their conduct would be manly, open, and deciſive. We 
ſhould not then hear of a wealthy citizen ſkulking into the houſe of 
a great Baronet, there-to cringe to his patron, and to-feed bis conn. 
with all the fulſomeneſs of adulation. It may ſcarcely ſeem cre- 
dible that this very man ſhould, only a few months before, bare 
publicly condemned the ſeceſſion of a great Baronet from the ſup- 
port of government; ſhown in all companies the letters which he 
received from him; offered his own comments, not very favourable 
to their contents ; 3 the anſwers which he had written, expoſtus 5 
lating with great warmth and freedom upon the impropriety of his 
conduct; and that he ſhould even declare, that he never would co- 
operate with any party to aid a man who deſerved ſo ill of his fel- 
low citizens. Yet, what do we now behold? This man is now again 
the leader of Sir Laurence's friends. In remonſtrances great and 
mighty, and action fawning and irreſolute. - So ſudden a converſion 
was not brought about by means which will ever be told the public. 
But, did every man ſtand ſolely upon the conſcious rectitude of his 
conduct, he would then ad openly in the face of all the world, and 
bid defiance to the calumn ies of the cenſorious. His arguments 
would be clear, conſiſtent, and perſuaſive. For, when what a man 
fſays proceeds from the internal conviction of his heart, he is readily. 
a bob e His language is conciſe and fubſtantial. But, when we 
hear abſtruſe arguments employed upon plain ſubjects, and clothed 
in myſterious, equivocal, embarraſſed expreſſion; when the tales of 
the different partizans don't tally. with each other; then we may 
WE: ſafely venture to pronounce the whole to be only a ſpecious cover- 
1 ing to their own diſingenuity. What but the conſciouſneſs of a bad 
bw cCauſe could betray men of ſenſe into molt palpable abſurdities? Af- 


=: ter no decent objection could be urged- againſt. Mr Millar, upftarts | 
i 2 man to tell. me, chat he ow vote for him, becauſe hs des! mot- 
my „ 1 15 his grand climacteri Another: alſo 9 becauſe Mr 

: . Millar 
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the princely fortune of a German commiſſary, and retain the fame 


unſpotted reputation which he 'now'enjoys, © The next in order :- 


ſes ups at a full council- board, to deliver a moſt elaborate harangue 


againſt the whole faculty of advocates, in order to prove that he 
would himſelf make a repreſentative for the town vaſtly" preferable 
to Mr Millar. And, that the farce might not be left incomplete, a 

reeruit of the party drove down poſt from London, to tell the whole 


world that he has the virtue to vote for Sir Laurence Dundas, al- 


though a friend of government aſked his ſupport. 


Was there ever before ſuch a burleſque put upon the commiber 
ſenſe of mankind ? Are theſe arguments fit to miſlead children? 
Yet moſt men, when they commit a fault which they are aſhamed or - 


afraid to avow, take care to conceal it under ſome very plauſible pre- 


tence. But here there is not even the common merit of plauſibility. ._ 
No advocate of the party has ever attempted to vindicate their c © n- ig 
duct upon rational ground. No adherent of Sir Laurence's has ever 


ventured to aſſert that he had either more virtue, or greater abilities, 
than Mr Millar, and that he, therefore, was entitled to the prefe- 

rence, and deſerved our favour, on account of his merit; and as to 
| his liberalities to the metropolis, during the fourteen years for which 


he has been their repreſentative in parliament, which his friends ce- - 


lebrate as fo bountiful, let it be remembered, that not a ſingle article 


of his munificence ſtands upon record; ſo that we derive but little 


advantage from his immenſe fortune. 


But, perhaps, my friends, you are now all perſuaded, that, kw 
merchant-counſellors were placed more under the controul of their 


fellow citizens, their conduct would be more irreprehenſible. I en- 


tertain no doubt of it myſelf. The hope of reward, and the fear of 


puniſhment, are the beſt preſervatives againſt imprudence. Were 


the counſellors all choſen by the citizens, they would ftrive to in- 


gratiate themſelves with their electors; by the irreproachable tenor of | 


their conduct. All would then have only one end in view, to pro- 
mote the welfare of the town, by their on exertions in its favour. 


Excellence would alone be the road to illuſtration; and the public 


affairs of the town could not fail to flouriſh, when ſo many men 1 


were ſolicitous to gain aſcendence by honourable means. No rich 


— 


N | | | nabob 
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| „and hired- a (clerk to whiſtle in it. A thirdj perr 
| haps, more ſincere than his brethren, extols the immenſe Wenk of 

his patron, and alludes to the ſmall probability there ig that Mr 
Millar ever ſhall equal it, unleſs it were poſſible fbr him to ac dire. 
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